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Covenant Thursday




Covenant Thursday
Raising of Matins Incense

 Prayed in the first chorus (division) of the Church

sHlReme:
~ Betrayal/treachery &
— Exposure '

— Battle between
good and evil

e Event:
— Judas’ demise




e The Prophecies

e Holy Week Praise

e Thanksgiving Prayer

e Verses of the Cymbals

SRR Gl RSy %

e Litanies of the sick and the @RI

e The Doxologies e 4 b
bnowt nar nan (God have mercy upon us)

e Hymn of the Cross: a1 eTageny

— This is He who presented Himself upon the cross, an
acceptable sacrifice for the salvation of our race.

And His Good Father inhaled His sweet aroma on
(anlantha in the evveninn




The Raising of Matins Incense

e Praxis (Books of Acts) in sad Paschal fone
(Acts 1:15-20)

— Speaks of what happened to Judas:
his money and his ministry

e Procession of Reprimanding of Judas,
INn the opposite direction

e Trisagion (Paschal tone)
e Litany of the Gospel

e Psalm
(chanted in the Syrian
“Shammy” tune)

e Gospel, Exposition, Litanies




Prophecies

e Exodus 17:8-16

— Now Amalek came and fought with Israel in
Rephidim. ? And Moses said to Joshua, “Choose
us some men and go ouft, fight with Amalek.
Tomorrow | will stand on the fop of the hill with
the rod of God in my hand.”...

— Bafttle between good and evil

— Salvation by the Cross:
Moses’ hands stretched out B




Prophecies

e |saiah 58:1-11

— Cry aloud, spare noft; Pl
Lift up your voice like a tfrumpet; S=
Tell My people their transgression, _zs
And the house of Jacob their sins.

— 4Indeed you fast for strife and debate,
And to strike with the fist of wickedness.
You will not fast as you do this day,

To make your voice heard on high.

— Hypocrisy

— Exposure of sins




Prophecies
e Ezekiel 18:20-32

— 20The soul who sins shall die. The son shall not
bear the guilt of the father, nor the father
bear the guilt of the son. The righteousness
of the righteous shall be upon himself, and the
wickedness of the wicked shall be upon himself.

— 30 “Therefore | will judge you, O house of Israel, every
one according to his ways,"” says the Lord GOD.
“Repent, and turn from all your tfransgressions, so that
iniquity will not be your ruin.

— 32For | have no pleasure in the death of one who
dies,” says the Lord Gob. “Therefore furn and livel!”

— Judgment
— Warning




Praxis.. Praxzis..




Praxis: Acts 1:15-20

And in those days Peter rose up in the 2 (ubs sl 2l el
midst of the brothers, There were many st s3 (1S5 aY) Jag
closely gathered there, one hundred Lewl (s s dia gailas
twenty names, and he said :Je

“Men and brethren, It is necessary for o b Liisal Jla l e
this scripture to be fulfiled, which the (= il G sisa) ia aiy
Holy Spirit foretold by the mouth of David asls afy 488 (il = g )
concerning Judas, who became a guide 3 jua 3l 13 sg o
to those who seized Jesus. By e ) pad ol
“For he was numbered with us and 4 juags Ly 1agaa o\s )

obtained a part in this ministry. ,Aaddl) o3 b el



Indeed, this man also purchased a field
with the reward of iniquity, and he fell
upon his face, and he was broken in his
midst and all his bowels gushed out.

And it was manifested unto every one
who dwells in Jerusalem, in so much as
that field is called in their language, ‘Akel
Dama’, that is the ‘Field of Blood'.

For it is written in the book of Psalms,
‘(let his habitation be desolate)® and let
no one live in it’, and ‘let another take his

bishopric.’
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“For he was numbered with us, and obtained

a part in this ministry” (Acts 1:17)

e Qur Lord Jesus Christ has chosen Judas

— But he was not a believer true in his faith,
— The Lord called him “a devil” (John 6:70).

e Why did He choose him, and hand
him the treasury, when He knew that
he was a robber and a thiefe

— At that time, he was ready to believe in the Lord,
and to follow Him; he had some good in him.

— The Lord did not deal with him on account of
what he would be, but on account of what he
was, at the fime he was chosen.

— No pre-judgement, despite fore-knowledge




“For he was numbered with us, and obtained
a part in this ministry” (Acts 1:17)

e Christ did not judge him, even
the actual freason:

— “Judas, are you betraying the
Son of Man with a kisse” (Lk 22:4

— Do not be preoccupied with
judgment, buf with the posifive
aspect of preaching, of ministry,
and of the proclamation of love
(St. Augustine)

— To give the chance, even to the fraitors, to refurn
to God in repentance, if they intend to.

e "
-



“For he was numbered with us, and obtained
a part in this ministry” (Acts 1:17)

e Christ allowed the presence of Judas
among the disciples, and did not reveal his
identity as a fraitor and a thief, unfil the end:
— “What you do, do quickly.” (Jn 13:27)

— Even among the ministers themselves we find
tares and not wheat
e [t is not for us to uproot the tares, until harvest fime

— God allows even the evildoers to work, and
being a Sanctifier of the freedom of man, He
would not compel them to repent.

e |If they do repent, that would be for their own
edification and glory, but if they persist on their evil, He
will turn even their evil for the edification of many .



“( Now this man purchased a field
with the wages of iniquaty...)” " (Acts 1:18)
IS

 Judas gave back the -
silver to the chief priests ===0 -
and the elders, feeling = {q |
remorse for betraying |

iInnocent blood.

e They refused to take it
back, counting the
money as his
— They probably felt as _

well that it is the price of | £
innocent blood. St




“( Now this man purchased a field

with the wages of iniquaty...)” " (Acts 1:18)
IS

ol

e When Judas threw
down the pieces of
siiver in the temple, :

fhey bought with them | 'S

the potter’s field, to

oury strangers in if.

e St. Peter considered as
though it was
purchased by Judas
himself.




“(...and falling headlong, he burst open in the
middle and all his entrails gushed out)”( Acts 1:18).

e The Lord Christ covered up for
Judas all along those years, Yet .
Judas did not cover up for himself g

— He was exposed before the world,
as he will be in the great day of the
V@il

— His body enftrails gushed out, as well
as those of his soul that were b
corrupfed by his betrayal to the Lord s
Himself.



Judas’ Death

% |- Judas hanged himselt

" — because of his weight, the rope was
torn, and Judas fell headlong, probably
on a rock, burst open in the middle,
and all his entrails gushed out.

2- Hanged himselt in a waste land

— where his body rotted, his belly swollen,
then burst open, and the stray dogs
came and violated his remains.

_ # =3- Having been overcome by
ISP despair and terror, he threw himself
down from the roof of his house, and

his bbelly burst open.




Judas’ Death

e 4- The devil entered info him, carried him up
INn the air, and then cast him down to the
earth, to have his belly burst open. (Lightfoot)

* He died due 1o his intense grief. (Wakefield)

e Symbolic interpretation:

— His falling down from his exalted position as an
apostle of the Lord Christ, to the bottom of the
abyss, as a befrayer to the Lord.

— He lost his position and dignity, became in shame
and disgrace before everyone, as his entrails
gushed out 1o be despised by all.



“And it became known to all those dwelling in
Jerusalem, so that field is called in their own language,

‘Akel dama’, that is, (field of blood)” (Acts 1:19).

e Chaldean- Syrian language: ‘Akel Dama’;
that is, (field of blood)

e |t was purchased with the price of the Lord’s
ife, or of His blood shed on the Cross.

e This name remained testifying to Eiar. St e
. G s BRI —

the crime of treason that was s FORSS
committed by Judas. : g




“For 1t 1s written in the book of Psalms: ‘Let his
habitation be desolate, and let no one live in 1t’,

and, ‘let anoth

e Ps 69:25 Le'l' The

er take his office’ ” (Acts 1:20).

ir dwelling place be desolate;

Let no one live in their tents.
26 For they persecute the ones You have

struck, And t
have wouno
27 Add inigqui

alk of the grief of those You
e
'y TO their iniquity, And let them

Nnot come Iin’

'O Your rightfeousness.

28 | et them be blotted out of the book of the
living, And not be written with the righteous.

e Ps 109:8 Le'l' hIS

days be few,

And let another take his office.



‘Let his habitation be desolate’

e The prophecy about Judas (Ps. 69.25, 28), is In
the plural form,

— It refers to all those who followed his lead, namely
the chief priests and the elders of the people.

— Having committed treason, they were deprived of
their priestly work, and their ministry as overseers of
the temple or the new house of the Lord.

— “Let Judas Iscariof be ashamed for his bishopric
has been given fo another. And his evil wife
became blind because she counseled him to
take the silver. The disobedient opposing Jews,
who gave false witness about he Lord’s
resurrection, are now exposed.”

(Resurrection exposition)



‘Let his habitation be desolate’

e That field became his dwelling place that he
purchased with the silver he earned for
betraying his Master TR

* If became a buryi
strangers who die in Je




Judas’ Reprimand



Judas’ Reprimand

Judas (6) who has broken the law. gl Cillia (6) 1A sg2l
With silver, you have sold Christ to the sl mwal) cony izl
Jews, who have broken the law. L galill AllA

The Law opposers took Christ and nailed | s3aE L salil gillia Lald
Him on the Cross at the place of Cranium. «ulall Ao b g jam gy zerwall

sl A ga (A
Barabas the condemned thief was set s silhi claall padl) (uly b
free and the Master, the Judge they o gala (l) el

crucified.



They thrust a spear in Your side, and as a ey 4 a 1sudg dda 2
thief they nailed You on the Cross. 4-dd o &g pad
They laid You in a tomb, O You, Who s (b r8 & dsiags

raised Lazarus from the tomb. oA G lad

For as Jonah stayed three days inside the 453 Gl g dusa Las 4y
whale’s belly, also our Savior stayed three 1isy & gall gday 8 2l
days. After He died, they sealed the fomb. ;s A5G a8 Lalia

Al ) gatid cila
Truly He rose but the soldiers were not!sala; al sial)g al8 didall,
aware that truly the Savior of the world has allall galia (agl Lia 4]
risen. He Who suffered and died for our .lwia Ja¥ sl alls o1

sake, O Lord, glory be to You. Amen. el sl b



Psalm 55:21, 12

His words were softer than oil, Yet they s ol G i 4adis
were drawn swords. Juad
For if an enemy reproaches me; Then | 13 e gaall (LS 418

would bear it. If he who hates me said . <« LaiaY

great things against me, then | would hide o alie i ol 39
from him. Alleluia. Sl gblly dia Codidy ANl

e Chanted in the sad Syrian “Shammy’” tune

— Ilexeponoc: 1110 Tues, 12 Fri

e “Your throne, God, is forever and ever. The scepter of
righteousness is the scepter of your kingdom” (Ps 45:6)

— N w6 non: 39 Eve of Thurs, 15t Thurs
— Battle between good and evil!



Psalm 55:21

e His words were softer than
oll, Yet they were drawn
swords. o
— Betrayal of Judas: (Lk 22) %
— ¥ And while He was still &

speaking, behold, a

called Judas, one of the |
fwelve, went before themii

kiss Him.*® But Jesus said td
him, “Judas, are you
betraying the Son of Man
with a kisse”



Psalm 55:21, 12

e forif an enemy reproaches me;
Then | would bear It.
If he who hates me said great things against
me, then | would hide from him.

— Betfrayal comes not from an enemy, but from a
close friend

— If it came from an enemy,
that's expected
and bearable.




Hour of Treachery

‘Let his habitation be desolate’
Event: Judas' demise

Theme:

— Betrayal

— Exposure

— Bafttle between good and evil

Readings:

— Prophecies

— Praxis (Acts)

— Judas’ reprimand
— Psalm




